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At the time when the concept of "museum” had entered the Ottoman vocabulary and 
institutional framework of the empire, efforts were first put on the establishment of a 
natural history museum in the premises of the newly founded Medical College of 
Galatasaray at the end of the 1830s. Having remained out of sight of Ottoman historians for 
long, the museum recently received growing interest from historians and natural scientists 
alike. The collections of the museum, the Ottoman and non-Ottoman scientists who 
gathered the material, and the institutional framework of this first natural history museum 
of the empire have been studied rather sporadically and within the context of the Ottoman 
Empire.  

This lecture aims to relocate the Natural History Museum of Galatasaray within a rather 
global context through a connected history approach. Based on recently unearthed archival 
sources from the archives of Naturhistorisches Museum Wien, University of Padova 
archives, and Presidential Ottoman Archives in Istanbul, it discusses the connections 
between scientists, bureaucrats, objects and institutions to contribute to a global history of 
science in the nineteenth century. The lecture primarily focuses on the experiences of three 
Austrian scientists in the foundation, extension and aftermath of the Natural History 
Museum in Istanbul: Friedrich Wilhelm Noe, Karl Eduard Hammerschmidt (aka. Macarlı 
Abdullah Bey) and Theodor Kotschy. 
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