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Setting Poems to Music: Compilations of Ottoman Lyrics within Manuscript Culture

Abstract

Manuscript compilations of lyrics/song-texts in Ottoman Turkish occupy a unique position at the
intersection of various academic disciplines, such as literature, musicology, and manuscript
studies. Despite some valuable scholarly contributions, these materials remain underexplored,
especially in terms of their material and textual value as written artifacts.

This lecture aims to reveal the distinctive characteristics of Ottoman song-text compilations as
written artifacts. It begins with a brief discussion of the term giifte (lyrics, song-texts), raising the
guestion of how this term relates to the wider tradition of Ottoman poetry. The second part of
the lecture examines these manuscript compilations as written artifacts. One of the most
remarkable characteristics that distinguishes these compilations within the Ottoman manuscript
tradition is their tendency toward standardized page design, even before the widespread use of
printing technologies. Through an analysis of both textual and paratextual elements, the lecture
highlights the components that shaped this early standardization. Furthermore, the lecture
situates the standardization within the context of music performance, exploring how page design
and other elements function in the performance of music.

This lecture utilizes manuscripts from the 18th and 19th centuries, included in the Corpus Musicae
Ottomanicae (CMO) project’s corpus, as primary sources. Accordingly, the final part of the lecture
aims to explain how these manuscripts contribute to the CMO project, which is a long-term
scholarly initiative situated at the intersection of literature and music.
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