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Yahya b. Adam’s (d. 203/818) Kitab al-khardj (Paris, BnF Arabe 6030) revisited:
Reflections on the textual and editorial history of an early Islamic compilation of legal
hadith

Abstract

This paper will investigate the textual transmission and editorial history of a compilation of
legal hadith found in a unique manuscript held at the French National Library in Paris (BnF
Arabe 6030). The text constitutes a collection of traditions regarding the nature and
distribution of spoils of war, the cultivation, ownership and taxation of land, as well as other,
related matters, attributed to Abd Zakariya Yahya b. Adam b. Sulayman al-Qurashi al-Umawi
(d. 203/818), an early Muslim hadith transmitter and jurist from Kafa, best known in recent
scholarship for his contribution to the science of Qur’anic readings. The manuscript held in
the Bibliotheque Nationale stems from the collection of Charles-Henri-Auguste Schefer (1820-
1897), a renowned nineteenth-century orientalist, writer and academic administrator, who
combined a career in the French Foreign Service with the pursuit of scholarship and the
collection of manuscripts. The paper will examine the transmission of Yahya b. Adam’s Kitab
al-kharaj, in light of both textual and paratextual evidence from the manuscript, as well as
the editorial history of text and paratext (mainly in the form of transmission certificates),
from the late nineteenth century onwards. The aim is to reflect on larger questions regarding
the study of manuscripts, the transmission of Islamic legal knowledge in the premodern era
and the edition of texts such as the Kitab al-khardj in the modern context.

Bio

Katharina Ivanyi is a historian of Islam and Professor of the Cultural and Intellectual History
of the Islamic World at the Department of Near Eastern Studies, University of Vienna. Her
research interests lie in the history of Islamic law, Sufism and theology in premodern Islamic
world, as well as the development of modern and contemporary Islamic thought and practice.
Her monograph, Virtue, Piety and the Law: a study of Birgivi Mehmed Efendi’s (d. 989/1573)
al-Tariga al-muhammadiyya, was published with Brill in 2020. She is currently working on a
history of post-classical Hanafi jurisprudence (figh) in Western, Central and South Asia from
the late 11t- 15 centuries.

Recommended reading:
Georges Vajda, “Quelques certificats de lecture dans les manuscrits arabes de la Bibliotheque
nationale de Paris : | — La Transmission du Kitab al-harag de Yahya b. Adam,” in Arabica, vol.

1(1954), pp. 337-342.

Werner Schmucker, “Yahya b. Adam,” in E/2.



Geneviéve Humbert, “Le guz’ dans les manuscrits arabes médiévaux,” in Francois Déroche
(ed.), Scribes et manuscrits du Moyen-Orient (Paris : Bibliotheque Nationale de France, 1997),
pp. 77-86.



