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Abstract 

Unlike the early modern chancelleries of Central Asia, which left few surviving traces of their 
exchanges with Muscovy, the Posol’skii prikaz, the diplomatic chancellery of pre-Petrine Russia 
generated a remarkably rich documentary paper trial. These materials charts Muscovy’s 
vibrant interactions with polities stretching from Central Asia and the Caspian littoral to 
Safavid Iran and Mughal India. This session examines the chancery culture of Muscovy’s pre-
Petrine diplomatic chancellery, with particular attention to how its personnel received, 
processed, and mediated diplomatic correspondence in Turkic and Persian. 
 

 

Bio 

Ulfat Abdurasulov is a postdoctoral research fellow at the Institute of Iranian Studies, Austrian 
Academy of Sciences. He leads the t project Central Asia in Russian Diplomatic Archives (17th–
19th Centuries), funded by the Austrian Science Fund (FWF). From 2014 to 2019, he was a 
postdoctoral researcher in the FWF-funded START project Seeing Like an Archive: Documents 
and Forms of Governance in Islamic Central Asia (18th–19th Centuries). Previously, Dr. 
Abdurasulov served as Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of History, Uzbek Academy of 
Sciences (2000–2014), where he earned his PhD in History in 2008.  
His research focuses on Islamic Central Asia, diplomatic history, and the history of archives and 
knowledge production in Central Eurasia from the early modern to the modern period. 
 


