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Abstract

This talk offers an overview of the Central Asian manuscript holdings in the Oriental
Department of the Berlin State Library, one of Europe’s most significant repositories of
oriental manuscripts. The library houses more than 43,000 manuscripts in over 140 languages,
including a substantial collection from Central Asia. Among its most prominent assets are over
40,000 fragments brought back from the Turfan expeditions (1902-1914), comprising a
multilingual corpus in Old Uighur, Tocharian, Sogdian, Sanskrit, and other languages. In
addition to these fragments, the library holds a considerable number of Arabic, Persian, and
Chaghatay manuscripts acquired through renowned orientalists and antiquarians. The
Chaghatay collection includes not only literary works by poets such as ‘Ali Shir Nava’t and
Mirza Baygara, some of which are written in the Old Uyghur script, but also rare premodern
Uyghur booklets originating from Kashgar and Turfan. Ongoing restoration efforts and
cataloguing activities, including recent digital initiatives such as Qalamos, have been
instrumental in preserving these materials and expanding scholarly access to this exceptional
corpus of Central Asian cultural heritage.
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