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Abstract 

The life story of Andreas David Mordtmann (1811-1879) touches upon many topics that have 

been subject of intense research in the recent years: Istanbul as a diplomatic venue, Oriental 

travellers, German Orientalism, the introduction of European concepts of science in the 

Ottoman Empire, the political history of the Tanzimat period, Europeans in Ottoman 

service, to name just a few. Mordtmann was an Oriental scholar who in 1846 was sent to 

Istanbul in 1846 to head the diplomatic representation of the Hanseatic Cities. In 1860, he 

“turned Turk” and became an Ottoman civil servant, participating in several high-profile 

reform commissions as a “Western expert” while also joining several Ottoman scientific 

societies and later teaching at the school for the civil service (mekteb-i mülkiye). 

The talk will present my PhD project on Mordtmann as eye witness and commentator of the 

Tanzimat, asking for his particular cultural, professional and academic in-between position 

and his role in the production of knowledge about the “Orient”. As many in the audience will 

be students who might have questions on how to find and develop their own research 

endeavours, I will devote some time on the practical and theoretical implications of my 

project. Transculturality has become a popular buzz word in the humanities, but how can 

the concept be applied to archive based historical research, and what theoretical 

considerations do arise when analysing the findings in the context of recent research on the 

history of Oriental Studies that to a large extent has been guided by a post-colonial 

framework?    
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