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Abstract 

The refugee movement of Greek Jews fleeing from Axis-occupied Greece to Turkey 
constitutes one of several migration movements unfolding in the Aegean as a result of the 
Second World War. During 1943 and 1944 approximately 1,500 Jews escaped to Turkey by 
boat, travelling from Evia to Çeşme and assisted by a range of actors at different levels 
(individual, corporate, collective). This presentation intertwines individual refugee 
experience with a meso perspective tracing the network(s) of actors determining the 
framework within which individuals acted. Hence, it situates specific experience within the 
sociopolitical and geopolitical structure that functioned as the framework of collective and 
individual agency.  
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