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A Thousand and One Arabic medical manuscripts

Abstract

By studying Arabic medical manuscripts, we learn a lot about medical theory, the practicalities
of teaching, the interrelation between medicine and philosophy, the materiality of texts, the
circulation of individual treatises, and the importance of para-texts. | will present and discuss a
number of Arabic manuscripts to address the following questions: who copied medical
manuscripts, for which purpose and in which intellectual setting? Who read, collated and
annotated them? Who owned them? Did voluminous medical texts such as the Arabic translations of
Galen’s On the Usefulness of the Parts or On the Therapeutic Method circulate in one or more volumes?
What do manuscripts tell usabout the relation between the Arabic versions of Galenicoriginalsand
Arabic commentaries on them? What information do glosses in the margin provide about
intellectual debates at a given time? How does the layout of a manuscript affect our perception
and understanding of the text? And how do para-texts reflect the development of medical
doctrine?
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