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Abstract

Kazakhstan has gained renown as a leading producer of wheat in recent times. The
country underwent an immense transformation of its steppe into the expansive vast fields
of crops, and then was designated as the breadbasket of the Soviet Union. The influence
of Soviet agricultural/agronomic practices continues to reverberate throughout the
modern Kazakhstani crop landscape. This includes agricultural research stations and
experimental fields as pivotal spaces of knowledge practices and market reliance on
wheat produced in the northern parts of Kazakhstan as a primary source of wheat-based
sustenance. In this presentation, the wheat landscape will be discussed through the lens
of wheat's mobility as a plant, seed, grain and food in rural Kazakhstan. Drawing on the
ethnographic fieldwork conducted in both the Qostanay Province in northern Kazakhstan
and the Jambyl and Turkestan Provinces in southern Kazakhstan, this presentation will
show how the movements of wheat grain instigate changes in the ways rural Kazakhstani
communities valuate this crop.
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