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Abstract

In the late sixteenth and early seventeenth century, the widespread destruction and
population displacements caused by the Ottoman-Safavid wars and the Celali revolts plunged
Armenian communities of Anatolia and the Caucasus into a profound crisis. The crisis
extended to manuscript production, as the devastation of monastic scriptoria resulted in a
severe shortage of books. Yet the same period also witnessed the proliferation and growing
affluence of Armenian merchant communities, along with merchants’ increasing involvement
in book production. This talk explores the social history of Armenian manuscript production
in this era, focusing on the transformation of manuscript-makers from a copyist-artisans
working as part of monastic scriptoria to mobile entrepreneurs serendipitously placed in a
privileged position by the crisis in book production.
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