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A glimpse into the treasure trove of miscellanies: mecmii'a manuscripts in the
collections of the Austrian National Library

Abstract

Miscellany manuscripts (mecmd‘as) are among the most demanding yet not fully studied
sources of the Ottoman manuscript tradition. They bring together texts of varying genres,
lengths, and languages; they offer insights into the intellectual, social, and material culture
of their time. My lecture introduces a selection of mecmd‘as preserved in the manuscript
collections of the Austrian National Library. By highlighting their diversity in content and
form, it wants to demonstrate the scholarly value of these manuscripts for various fields of
research, ranging from literary studies to cultural history, from medicine to religious studies.
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