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Abstract  

Shafaq-e Sorkh was one of Iran’s most popular newspapers during the 1920s. It earned a 
reputation for high-quality articles, but also for actively engaging in the heated political 
debates of the time. Moreover, with an illustrious group of intellectuals and literati 
contributing regularly to the paper, it participated in a general debate on modernity in Iran.  

While particularly Shafaq-e Sorkh’s involvement in the political discourse has been recognized, 
this presentation will also highlight the cultural dimension of the paper. It will consider this 
newspaper in the broader context of Iran’s press history and investigate its role in the light of 
an emerging modern, professional journalism in the years following Reza Shah’s accession to 
the throne. By examining non-political parts of Shafaq-e Sorkh, especially during the first years 
of its publication, this presentation will also shed light on the paper’s function as a forum for 
literary and—in the broadest sense—cultural debates of the 1920s. 
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