Turkish Jews in the State of Israel: Life, Challenges and Politics
Duygu Atlas (Tel Aviv)
Abstract

Between 1948 and 1951, a total of 34,547 Turkish Jews, comprising nearly forty percent of
the community at the time, immigrated to the newly established State of Israel—a wave that
has continued in varying volumes over the decades including the present. This lecture will
focus on this lesser studied aspect of the history of Turkish Jews; that is the chapter that has
commenced with their arrival in Israel. The central question that | will seek to address in this
lecture is how and to what extent the Turkish Jews’ previous experiences in Turkey as a
minority community on one hand, and the Ashkenazi-dominated, Euro-centric Zionist culture
in Israel on the other shaped Turkish Jews’ experiences with and integration into the Israeli
society, culture and politics.
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