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Abstract

When the Turkish Republic was established, the majority of Jews had positive expectations
of the new regime. Many of them shared the Kemalists’ enthusiasm for progress and
secularization. Prominent representatives of the Jewish community repeatedly voiced the
hope that the Jews of Turkey would merge into Turkish society on the basis of equal rights
and obligations and become Turks of Jewish faith.

But they would soon realize that these hopes were not fulfilled. Jews, like other non-
Muslims, became targets of nationalist campaigns, were forced out of their jobs, and their
communal rights were restricted. their willingness to adapt was not rewarded. Official
representatives of the Jewish community kept trying in vain to prove their loyalty to the
Turkish state in addresses of devotion and even with donations to the Turkish Red Crescent
or the Turkish airline. But all these efforts did the Jews little good. Time and again, they were
reminded that they had been taken in as “guests” and were expected to show appropriate
gratitude.

Faced with the nationalist and, in part, anti-Jewish climate of the young Turkish Republic
almost half of the Jews decided to emigrate from Turkey.
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