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Abstract 

In 1933, Adolf Hitler gave an interview to a Turkish newspaper. In it he summarized his 
admiration of Mustafa Kemal [Ataturk] whom he called his shining star in the darkness of the 
1920s. This was reprinted on the frontpage of the Volkische Beobachter and it would 
become the official Third Reich line on Turkey. This might surprise but was grounded in the 
on-going German fascination with all things Turkish that continued beyond the ‘brotherhood 
in arms’ of World War I. 

In this lecture, an overview will be given of the imagined role of the New Turkey and Ataturk 
for interwar Germany. It will sketch how and why ‘Turkish lessons’ for Germany were 
advanced and what their impact has been.  
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