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Abstract 

This presentation focuses on the so far little explored animal dimension of the significant social, 
economic, and ecological transformations that occurred in Western Anatolia in the late Ottoman 
Empire. It focuses on how the use of the hybrid, one-humped “Turcoman” camel transformed the 
way in which trade and transport operated in the region. It suggests that the camel as important 
history-shaping actor was a visible yet often underestimated actor in the incorporation of Western 
Anatolia into global markets. 
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