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Abstract

Discourses on women’s rights in the last decades of the Ottoman Empire were inscribed
within the prevailing widespread debate about the future of the imperial order — a debate
that, apart from the Ottoman realm, embraced the whole Balkans. In this framework gender
considerations became significant since new notions of citizenship were elaborated in
gendered ways. Women of every ethno-religious origin became major agents of these
renegotiations in the Ottoman territories, subsequently in Turkey, and in the wider Balkans.
Their collective interventions for civil and political rights are aspects of this process.

In this presentation | will attempt to follow this process through women’s
periodicals that were published amongst various ethno-religious groups in the Ottoman
Empire, in Greece and later on in Turkey, from the mid-nineteenth century to the interwar
period. Those initiatives will be approached as effects of communication between ethno-
religiously disparate people across the entire Balkans. This interaction created a common
canvas of challenges and imperatives with significant differentiations. The latter are linked to
the different political agendas prevailing in each community. Such an approach enables us to
revisit such dominant historiographical concepts as nationality or the millet and their role in
people’s everyday lives during this period.
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