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Abstract 

The built environment is a key arena in which power and ideologies are manifested, 
negotiated and contested. This was certainly the case in early Republican Turkey with its 
radically modernist secular architectures and the rationale to create a public space of secular 
sociabilities. It is no less the case in the "New Turkey" of the Justice and Development Party 
with its mega-mosques and government buildings in faux "Ottoman - Seljuk” style and the 
overarching goal of "re-sacralizing” (and hence de-secularizing) the public space. Unlike in 
the early Republic, however, the boundaries of the imagined “new Turkey” expand well 
beyond the borders of Turkey proper into the Balkans and to many other world regions, 
where dozens of mosque projects are under construction that are identical to mosques 
currently being built in Turkey. In this lecture, I explore the process of how and by whom 
these mosques are planned and built, and how, in this process, imaginaries of empire are 
built into the concrete form of new mosques in Turkey and abroad.  
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