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What is Queer Turkish Literature?

Abstract
This talk delves into an emerging yet still undefined literary sub-genre by asking the following

question: what is queer Turkish literature? To explore this, we will tackle the challenges of
translating the term “queer” into both late Ottoman-Turkish and early modern Turkish, and
highlight the cultural and linguistic tensions that arise in this process. Our focus will be on
writers who have been both canonized and marginalized, with an effort to give equal
attention to voices often left out of dominant narratives. In doing so, we will uncover patterns
in how Turkish literary works navigate the ideological currents of their language and culture.
Here, we will not treat “queer” as a fixed category or simply as an umbrella identitarian term,
but rather as an action, a verb—a way to disrupt and reshape norms. This approach, in turn,
will echo Judith Butler’s early exhortation at the inception of queer studies to “let queer take
on new meanings.” By the end of the talk, we will have addressed these key questions: What
unfolds when we bring queer theory into conversation with Turkish literature? How can queer
theory help us speak, not for, but about late-Ottoman and early-modern Turkish texts? Finally,
what can Turkish literature offer to global conversations within queer thinking?
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