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Abstract

Turkish society lacks direct access to the thoughts and aesthetics of the past that most other
societies take for granted. To be modern normally means to build on this past or to break
with it. Without a known past, modernity takes on the trappings of the present. After its
founding in 1923, the republic uprooted institutions and re-engineered social identities,
abandoned architectural and aesthetic legacies, and (re)invented national history. This has
made national identity and its material expression particularly vulnerable to reinvention
under the influence of politics and the market. As a result, modernization in Turkey is
increasingly defined by commercialized abstractive landscapes and objects devoid of
vernacular references.
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