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Abstract 

This talk will explore one of the most controversial novels of the early twentieth century with 
attention to its use of history and historical narratives to address current problems. The novel 
in question, Nur Baba, intervenes in numerous debates such as the character of the Turkish 
nation, the place of women in society, a perceived collapse of morality and ethics, and the 
role of Sufi mysticism and lodges. This will lead us to a discussion about the function(s) of Sufi 
institutions in the late Ottoman empire and the larger debate over the decline of the Ottoman 
Empire that is central to dominant narratives about the foundation of the Turkish Republic. 
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