
The Safaitic Inscription C 4717 and the Old Arabic Names for the Planet Mars 
Ahmad Al-Jallad  

(Leiden University) 
 
This article studies the enigmatic word s¹rqt in the Safaitic inscription C 4717, arguing that it has an astronomical 
signification, most likely referring to Mars. The second section discusses astronomical dimension of SIJ 688, equating 
the phrase b-rˀy nṣn with b-rˀy ḏkr ‘at the rising of Aries’. 
 

 
The Term nasama in Ḥadīth with a Focus on Material about Predestination and the Unborn 

Thomas Eich  
(University of Hamburg) 

 
This article analyzes the use of the term nasama in ḥadīth material with a major focus on two ḥadīths related on the 
authority of ˁAbd Allāh b. ˁUmar and Anas b. Mālik. Both ḥadīths describe predestination during an angel’s visit to the 
nasama (ˁAbd Allāh) or the unborn (Anas) respectively. The article argues that the exact meaning of nasama was am-
biguous in this context since it was also used in ḥadīth material expressing the idea of the creation of souls before all 
time. This idea became contested. In the ḥadīth’s transmission history nasama was eventually disambiguated as referring 
to a creation in time. I argue that the two ḥadīths should be analyzed together as contributions to the same theological 
debate developing further the same sort of source material. In this sense they can be differentiated from other ḥadīth 
material describing predestination and the unborn. 
 
 

Die Keilschrifttexte des W.H. Over-Museums in Vermillion, S.D. 
Walter Farber (University of Chicago) 

Michael Jursa (Universität Wien) 
 
This paper presents the edition of fifteen Cuneiform tablets housed in the W.H. Over Museum in Vermillion, S.D. (USA): 
three duplicates of an inscription of the Old Babylonian king Sîn-kāšid, an early Old Babylonian school texts, four Old 
Babylonian legal and administrative documents, one Old Babylonian letter, one Middle Assyrian administrative 
document from Assur, four Neo- and Late Babylonian legal and administrative texts and one Late Babylonian letter.  
 
 

Interpretations of Martyrdom amongst the Uyghurs of Kazakhstan 
Michael Reinhard Heß 

(Justus-Liebig-Universität Giessen) 
 
The contribution analyses the tradition of martyrdom as represented in the language and literature of the Modern Uyghurs 
of Kazakhstan. It analyses terminology either directly or indirectly referring to martyrdom and analyses the use of 
relevant terms in the prose book recollections Uruš – Atom (“War – Atom”) written by Mähämmät Äzizov (*1927). The 
contribution shows how references to martyrdom in the language and literature of the Modern Uyghurs of Kazakhstan 
combine Soviet or Western secular concepts and remnants of the traditional Muslim religious martyrdom culture of the 
Uyghurs and other Islamicate Turkic peoples. Also, specifically Uyghur interpretations of martyrdom-related 
terminology, such as an ʻactive victimʼ are highlighted. 
 
 

Zwischen Dokumentation, Fiktion und Anklage: 
Politische Gefangenschaft im literarischen Werk Rosa Yassin Hassans 

Stephan Milich 
(Universität zu Köln) 

 
The essay analysis the writing strategies of representing political repression and state violence in two recent prose works 
of Syrian writer Rosa Yassin Hassan. While in modern Arabic prison literature the protagonists, both prisoners and 
guards, are commonly men, Hassan focuses on the experiences of female political prisoners. The article is particularly 
interested in the differences in the use of literary devices between the novel Ḥurrās al-hawāʔ (Guardians of the Air, 
2009) and Hassan’s documentary novel Negative (2008). Besides analyzing the narration and depiction of the female 
prisoners’ daily life during detention, the article sheds light on the time after being released from prison, for experiences 
of violence and injustice leave their traumatic traces on the victims and have to be understood in their belatedness and 
after-effect. Which literary devices and narrative strategies, which language and literary forms are used by the author to 



lend the narration both authenticity and a transformative force, allowing for empathy of what the characters of the two 
books went through? 
 
 

“The King Paid no Heed to Any of the Words We Sent Before” – 
The Communication between the Early Sargonids and Babylonian Notables 

Reinhard Pirngruber 
(Austrian Academy of Sciences) 

 
This investigation  discuss the communication between the Assyrian kings of the 8th and 7th centuries BCE and the 
local administrators in Babylonia they dealt with during that period. In order to arrive at an understanding of the 
integration of this contentious province into the Assyrian Empire, I will investigate the large epistolographic corpus at 
our disposal, consisting of hundreds of letters sent by various officials to the king as well as a handful of letters sent by 
the court. My main focus will be on the bureaucratic attitudes underlying the letters. First, I will analyse the interplay 
between the Babylonian administrators on a horizontal level, which characterized by widely divergent strategies between 
rivalry and mutual cooperation. Second, I will look at their interaction with the king and look the claims they laid vis-à-
vis the crown and at expectations of reciprocal behaviour from the king and of tangible rewards.  
 
 

Case in the Qurˀānic Consonantal Text 
Marijn van Putten (Leiden University) 

Phillip W. Stokes (University of Tennessee) 
 
The nature of the language underlying the Qurˀānic Consonantal Text (QCT) has been a topic of scholarly discussion for 
well over a hundred years. The traditional position is that this language was essentially identical to that of the pre-Islamic 
poetry. The mismatch between the language of the reading traditions and the orthography has normally been explained 
as the result of orthographic conventions such as ‘pausal spelling’. A minority of scholars have challenged this view, 
suggesting instead that the Qurˀān was originally delivered in a local dialect and only subsequently brought in line with 
Classical Arabic. Neither permutation of these two positions has been based on the one part of the Qurˀānic text that can, 
with certainty, be dated back to the early Islamic period, the Qurˀānic Consonantal Text. This paper examines the nominal 
case system of Qurˀānic Arabic. Instead of relying on traditions that developed a century or more after the original 
composition of the Qurˀān, we rely primarily on the QCT itself, paying special attention to implications of internal rhyme 
schemata, as well as patterns in the orthography. We will show, based on internal data supported by, but not dependent 
upon, the orthography that the language behind the QCT possessed a functional but reduced case system, in which cases 
marked by long vowels were retained, whereas those marked by short vowels were mostly lost. A place where the short 
case vowel appear to have been retained is in construct. An examination of early Qurˀānic manuscripts suggests that 
even in this position case distinction was already in the process of breaking down. 
 

 
Diminutives in South Tunisian Bedouin Arabic: 

A Formal, Semantic and Pragmatic Analysis 
Veronika Ritt-Benmimoun 

(University of Vienna) 
  

At first, the most remarkable morphological diminutive patterns of nouns and adjectives and other important formal 
characteristics of diminutives found in the South Tunisian Bedouin dialect of Douz are discussed and it is investigated 
whether diminutives are common with other word classes, for instance numbers and verbs. The main focus of the paper 
is on the analysis of the semantic and pragmatic functions of diminutives for which I rely on a large corpus of texts and 
on long-term fieldwork. The abundancy of lexicalized diminutives becomes apparent, especially in the field of proper 
names. Of interest are also some syntactic characteristics of diminutives within a syntagm and the question as to whether 
an analytic construction might replace the synthetic one.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



The Neo-Babylonian Law Enforcement Official rab qanâte 
Małgorzata Sandowicz 
(University of Warsaw) 

 
This paper argues that the hapax spelling rab si.meš (YOS 6 144: 8) should be associated with the title of a Neo-
Babylonian law enforcement official hitherto rendered as rab qannāte. Based on this association, the article seeks to 
establish the long-puzzling etymology of rab qannāte. It further examines the mounting evidence regarding the tasks 
and competences of this functionary. 
 
 

Lexical Creativity in Arabic Dialects: The Case of “Behind, Buttocks” 
Manfred Woidich  

(University of Amsterdam) 
 
This article studies a range of lexical items in modern Arabic dialects denoting the human buttocks, with the aim of 
establishing the semantic domains from which they derive. In view of the sensitivity involved regarding the part of the 
body in question, and the expressive needs of the speakers, Arabic dialects contain an immense variety of expressions 
related to this area of the anatomy. The article discusses the various semantic procedures used to create these items, such 
as metonomy and metaphor, in addition to formal procedures of ‘remodelling’, which serve the same purpose. There 
are, according to this analysis, ten different semantic domains from which the items derive, with ‘body parts of livestock 
animals’, ‘anatomically salient features’, ‘something round, fleshy’, and ‘big, thick, bulky’ among the most prominent 
of these. However, the number ten should not be taken too literally, as different analyses are possible, which could lead 
to varying results. 
 
 

Linguistic Retentions and Innovations amongst a Camel-Breeder Tribe of Northern Jordan 
Igor Younes  

(Sorbonne-Nouvelle University) 
 
This paper deals with the ˀĀl ˁĪsa dialect which is of camel-breeder type. This tribe lives in Northern Jordan and has 
never been inquired until recently when Nino van Reisen recorded many tales amongst different Jordanian Bedouin 
tribes. The aim of this article is to underline the linguistic innovations and retentions that are observed in the ˀĀl ˁĪsa 
dialect. In order to do so, a pool of selected features will be analysed and systematically compared with sheep-breeder 
type dialects of Northern and Eastern Lebanon. 
 
 

Debates on Women’s Suffrage in the Arab Press, 1890-1914 
Fruma Zachs  

(University of Haifa) 
 
The 19th century encounters between the Arab provinces and Western culture sparked public debates in which women 
took a lively albeit small part. This paper examines exchanges in the Arab press before World War I in Egypt and Greater 
Syria on Arab women’s electoral rights. These early public exchanges have received scant scholarly attention. The article 
presents several examples which shed light on the nascent strategies of this discourse. It is argued that women writing 
in Arabic and expressing themselves in public used an indirect voice and subtext rhetoric to promote suffrage as well as 
other political rights. I show that during this period of time Arab middle class women saw themselves first and foremost 
as belonging to a community of women (both local and global) and accordingly used a collective narrative by adapting 
it to their own needs and culture. 
 
 


